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EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORT Page 1 of 2

September 2025 

City of Castlegar / Fire Department     castlegar.ca

This report has been prepared for the October 20, 2025 meeting to council, file 
number 7300-25. 

Fire Department Operations: 
The chart below compares the previous year 2024 to current year 2025. 

Incident 2025 2024 

September 
2025 

Year to Date 
September 

2024 
Year to 

Date 

 Fires 5 36 3 44 

Rescue (EMCR* Task) 0 14 4 21 

Rescue (BCAS Assist) 34 293 21 164 

Aircraft 0 0 0 0 

Motor Vehicle Accident/Incident 1 27 4 37 

Hazardous Materials 3 17 2 12 

First Responder Medical 4 24 4 63 

False Alarms 6 68 5 43 

Standby 1 103 18 98 

Public Service 4 26 3 38 

Complaints 16 113 9 49 

Other 5 42 6 93 

Monthly Totals 79 763 79 662 

Service Charge (False/Nuisance) 0 0 0 2 

Burning permits 0 1 0 4 

Reportable Fires (OFC) 3 8 4 10 

Fire Damage Dollar Loss $10,000 $365,100 $1,515,100 

Fire Dollar Amount Saved $64,191,00

0 

$178,382,000 $0 $0 



M
o

nt
hl

y 
R

ep
o

rt
 

 
EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORT Page 2 of 2 

 

City of Castlegar / Fire Department castlegar.ca 

Fire Injuries 0 0 0 1 

 

TRAINING: 
 

1. Familiarization on operations new fire fighters 
2. Hose testing 
3. First Responder new PCR review 
4. Monthly Safety and Officers Meeting 
5. Monthly Apparatus Checks 

 
Other: 
 

1. 1 staff member attended elevator course for firefighting awareness 
2. Setup a FireSmart booth at the Farmers Market 
3. Selkirk College completed phase 2 FireSmart mitigation at Millenium Park 
4. 4 staff members completed Asbestos Level 1 Awareness Training 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Prepared by 
 
 
 
Nick Ahlefeld 
Acting Fire Chief  
 
 



 
       

REPORT TO COUNCIL  
 
MEETING DATE:  October 20, 2025 REPORT NO.:  25-76 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Acting Director of Community Safety 

& Development 
FILE NO.:  7130-60  

  
SUBJECT:  Emergency Support Services – Community Emergency 

Preparedness Fund 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
THAT Council approve that the Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) make 
application on the City’s behalf to the UBCM Community Emergency Preparedness 
Fund (CEPF) Emergency Support Services Equipment and Training for up to $30,000, 
 
AND FURTHER;  
 
THAT Council approve that the Regional District of Central Kootenay receive and 
manage the grant funds on the City’s behalf. 
 
 
PURPOSE: 
To seek Council’s endorsement for the Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) to submit 
grant application to the UBCM Community Emergency Preparedness Fund (CEPF) 
Emergency Support Services Equipment and Training on behalf of the City in support of 
regional programming and coordination of Emergency Support Services (ESS) services and 
training. 
 
This report is for consideration at the October 20, 2025, Committee of the Whole Meeting and 
for adoption at the October 20, 2025, Regular Council Meeting to accommodate grant 
application deadlines. 
 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND: 
The City of Castlegar is the only member municipality within the RDCK that offers ESS 
services independently and is one of eight ESS teams established in the RDCK. 
 
Castlegar’s ESS team has been deployed on numerous occasions both locally and regionally 
during emergency events, most recently in support of evacuations during the 2024 wildfire 
season in the Slocan Valley. 
 
The Regional District is seeking to strengthen ESS programming in the RDCK through a 
regionally focused ESS support and training program to ensure consistency in the services 
that ESS teams can provide during emergency and disaster events. 
 
A joint CEPF application will help support building a regional program that benefits 
participating municipal and rural partners by offering: 
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 Consistent and higher quality ESS delivery across the region; 
 Access to regional training and recognition events; 
 Recruitment and retention support for volunteers; and 
 Direct financial support to meet local ESS team needs. 

 
If the joint application for funding is successful, the grant funding will help support: 
 

 Establishment of a part-time Regional ESS Coordinator to provide leadership, training, 
and on-call support; 

 Improve the consistency and quality of ESS delivery across participating communities; 
 Strengthen recruitment, retention, and recognition of ESS volunteers; 
 Deliver annual regional training and recognition events; 
 Provide direct financial support to ESS teams to meet unique needs; and 
 Reduce future requisition pressure and allow Emergency Program Coordinators 

(EPCs) to focus on meeting emerging priorities under the Emergency and Disaster 
Management Act (EDMA). 

 
Castlegar’s ESS team has traditionally sought this funding independently in support of 
equipment needs which have since been fulfilled. This has included laptops, uniforms, signage 
and equipment, and a trailer for equipment storage and deployment out of area.  
 
Enabling Castlegar’s ESS team to participate in regional initiatives will allow them to learn from 
the experience of others and to share their own experiences with less experienced teams in 
the region, which can be a source of pride and assist with volunteer retention. A Regional ESS 
Coordinator will also help support the City’s ESS Director, once appointed, in ensuring 
consistent and continual learning in support of local and regional emergency readiness. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
Council could choose not to support a joint application to the UBCM CEPF. Staff do not 
recommend this as the City has no other identified purposes for the funding. 
 
IMPLICATIONS: 

(1) Social  A regional training approach to ESS services will enable more 
efficient use of staff and volunteer time, sharing of resources as 
needed, and enables necessary sub-regional and regional 
relationships to be built prior to deployment. Volunteers can more 
effectively respond to emergency events when they are familiar 
with those who they may be required to work with. 
 

(2) Environmental N/A 
 
 

(3) Personnel Application and management of funds will be the responsibility of 
RDCK staff.  
 

(4) Financial The City of Castlegar is eligible for up to $30,000 in funding each 
year. If successful, this would be re-allocated to regional 
programming. 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
The recommendation supports Council’s Principle of Governance and Service Excellence by 
demonstrating responsible stewardship of available Provincial funding in a manner that 
increases social benefits both locally and regionally. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION: 
If approved, staff will provide a letter of support and copy of Council’s resolution to the RDCK 
to enable application to the UBCM CEPF.  
 
COMMUNICATION: 
N/A 
 
Respectfully submitted, Approved by 
 

 
 
Meeri Durand, RPP MCIP 
Acting Director of Community Safety & 
Development 

 

 
 
Chris Barlow, A.Sc.T. 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Building Permit Report  Page 1 of 3 

September  202 5 

 

City of Castlegar  /  Planning & Development  castlegar.ca  

This report  has been prepared for the October 20 , 202 5 meeting to council, file 

number 3800 - 01. 

Value of Work & Permits  

The below  chart compares the previous year 202 4  to current year values in 202 5. 

 202 5 202 4  

 Value of Work  
Permits 

Issued  
Value of Work  

Permits 

Issued  

Residential , New Single/Duplex      

Residential , New Multi - Family      

Residential , New Garages/Carports  $250,000.00  1   

Residential , Alterations & Additions  $800.00  1 $45,800.00  3 

Secondary Suites  $120,000.00  1 $155,000.00  3 

Commercial , New      

Commercial , Alterations & Additions  $140,000.00  2 $11,900.00  2 

Industrial , New      

Industrial , Alterations & Additions      

Institutional/Gov't , New      

Institutional/Gov't , Alterations  

& Additions  
    

Demolition      

Monthly Totals  $510,800.00  5 $212,700.00  8  

Year - to - Date Totals  $27,193,140.00  77 $15,003,460.00  101 
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City of Castlegar  /  Planning & Development  castlegar.ca  

Major Projects Started September  202 5 

3004 4th Avenue , Garage  

124 9 3rd Street , Renovation  

2408 11th Avenue , Suite  

PART A. ONGOING MAJOR PROJECTS  

Single Family Dwelling  

▪ 1564 Woodland Drive  

▪ 3937 Grandview Drive  

▪ 902 Merry Creek  

▪ 3701 Powell Road  

▪ 1509 Aspen Lane  

 

▪ 1537 Grandview Drive  

▪ 2421 11th  Avenue  

▪ 3728 Toba Road  

▪ 3704 Toba Road  

▪ 508 3 rd  Avenue  

▪ 3736 Toba Road  

▪ 1513 Aspen Lane  

▪ 2108 8th Avenue  

▪ 2632 9th Avenue  

 

 

Renovation   

▪ 330 Columbia Avenue  

▪ 2232 Columbia Avenue  

▪ 4190 Minto Road  

▪ 2112 10th Avenue  

▪ 3429 8th Avenue  

▪ 3937 Grandview Drive  

▪ 3405 3 rd  Avenue  

▪ 1217 1st  Street  

▪ 2185 Crestview Crescent  

▪ 1680 Woodland Drive  

▪ 4400 Minto Road  

▪ 507 8th Avenue  

▪ 1127 4th  Street  

▪ 630 17 th  Street  

▪ 602 18 th  Street  

▪ 2171 Crestview Crescent  

▪ 1801 Connors Road  

▪ 1840 8 th  Avenue  

▪ 316 8 th  Avenue  

▪ 309 3 rd  Avenue  

▪ 1007 2 nd  Street  

▪ 1448 Selkirk Avenue  

▪ 209 5 th  Avenue  

▪ 1408 Meadowbrook Drive  

▪ 3388 Southridge Drive  

▪ 2001 Columbia Avenue  

▪ 831 7th  Avenue  

▪ 608 7 th  Avenue  

▪ 12- 1502 Columbia Avenue  

▪ 614 12th  Street  

▪ 614 12th  Street  

 

Miscellaneous   

▪ 704 Center Avenue, Addition   

▪ 4690 14th Avenue, New Industrial Building  

▪ 1921 Arrow Lakes Drive, Racking Syste m  

▪ 2225 Columbia Avenue, Multi Unit  

▪ 2237 10 th  Avenue, Covered Patio  

▪ 2704 5 th Avenue, Garage  

▪ 2133 Columbia Avenue, Retail Space  

 

▪ 522 105 th Street, Garage  

▪ 1680 Columbia Avenue, Restaurant  

▪ 174 Crescent Street, Multi Family  

▪ 1013 2nd  Street, Foundation  

▪ 215 Orchard Avenue, Office Building  

▪ 1114 4th  Street, Mixed Use Building  

▪ 1921 Arrow Lakes Drive Retaining Wall  
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City of Castlegar  /  Planning & Development  castlegar.ca  

PART B. NUMBER OF STEP CODE BUILDINGS  

 

 Monthly  Yearly  YTD Completed Step Code Compliance  

 1 2 3 4  5 

Single/Multi Family 

Dwellings  
 6    4  3  

Renovations         

Commercial Buildings         

Industrial Buildings         

Step Code Building Totals   6       

 

PART B. COMPLETED  IN SEPTEMBER   202 5 

 

1680 Columbia Avenue,  Restaurant  

1249 3 rd  Street, Restaurant Renovation & Suite  
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Business Licence  Report  Page 1 of 1 

September  202 5 

 

City of Castlegar  /  Planning & Development  castlegar.ca  

This repor t has been prepared for the October 20 , 202 5 meeting to council, file 

number 4320 - 20 . 

Monthly & Year - to- Date Totals  

The below chart shows the newest ICBL and Business licences and the year - to - date  totals.  

 202 5 202 4 

 
Fees 

Received  

Qty  

Issued  

Fees 

Received  

Qty 

Issued  

New Business Licences  $450.00  7 $100.00  2 

New ICBL Licences      

ICBL Licence Year - to - Date Totals  $8,200.00  82  $8,200.00  82  

All Licence Monthly Total  $1,900.00  16 $900.00  7 

All Licence Year - to - Date Totals  $118,596.26  685  $122,858.74  760  

New Licences  

BL #3 300 Creston Cab Company Inc  

Trail , BC  

Cab Company  

 

BL #3 301 32 nd  Street Therapeutic Massage   

401 32 nd  Street  

Castlegar, BC  V1N 3K 8 

RMT   

BL #3 302 Red River Th erapeutics  

1995 6 th Avenue  

Castlegar, BC V1N 4B7  

Massage Therapy Practice  

 

BL #3 303 Jo - Anne Stoltz, PhD  

104 Ferry Ave  

Castlegar, BC V1N 1C5  

Psychologist  

BL #3 304 The Nail Shop –  Nails by Karina  

2428 12 th Street  

Castlegar, BC V1N 4A8  

Manicurist  

BL #3 306 Whitehouse Contracting Ltd.  

Edmonton, AB  

Window & Door Installation  

 

BL #3 307 Wendy’s Canada  

1680 Columbia Ave  

Castlegar, BC V1N 2W4  

Restaurant  

 

 



 
       

REPORT TO COUNCIL  
 
MEETING DATE:  October 20, 2025 REPORT NO.:  25-75 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Accountant FILE NO.:  1850-20 
  
SUBJECT:  2025 Q3 Community Grant Applications 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS (to be considered individually): 
 

1. THAT Council approve the Community Grant funding in the amount of $1,385 to 
the Castlegar Rebels for the Home Game Sponsorship. 

 
2. THAT Council approve the Community Grant funding in the amount of $2,000 to 

the Castlegar Skating Club for the West Kootenay Invitational. 
 
3. THAT Council approve the Community Grant funding in the amount of $1,500 to 

Kootenay Family Place for the Charity Fundraising Gala & Silent Auction. 
 

4. THAT Council approve the Community Grant funding in the amount of $1,500 to 
the Kootenay Gallery of Art for the 50th Anniversary Celebration. 

 
 
PURPOSE: 
Report to seek Council’s consideration of the 2025 Q3 Community Grant applications.  
 
This report is for consideration at the October 20, 2025, Committee of the Whole Meeting 
and adoption at the October 20, 2025, Regular Council Meeting to ensure the City delivers 
grants in alignment with the City’s Grants Policy 3.2.  
 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND: 
The City’s Community Grant program has a current balance of $10,920 to provide grant 
funding and sponsorships to community groups that meet the criteria established in Grants 
Policy 3.2.  
 
The purpose of the City’s Grants Policy 3.2 is to provide financial assistance to an organization 
for a specific project or event to be held in Castlegar that is accessible and/or meets the needs 
of a significant portion of Castlegar residents. Local community not-for-profit organizations and 
registered non-profit societies are valuable resources in helping the City provide an enhanced 
quality of life for its residents.  
 
For the third quarter of 2025, the City received grant applications from the following groups: 
 
Castlegar Rebels – $1,385 
The Castlegar Rebels (Castlegar Hockey Society) is a long-standing member of the Kootenay 
International Junior Hockey League (KIJHL) who competes against teams from across British 
Columbia and Washington. As per the organization’s application, the Castlegar Rebels “foster 
local talent and provide opportunities for young athletes to grow their skills as a hockey player 
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and an individual. The Rebels represent the highest level of hockey in Castlegar, and many 
local children and youth look up to our players as role models and as something to aspire to 
in their own athletic journeys”. 
 
The Castlegar Rebels are requesting the City of Castlegar to provide a grant to offset the costs 
associated with hosting a home game at the Castlegar Community Complex. These costs 
include ice rental fees, ticket booth fees, and referee expenses. As stated by the Rebels, “The 
grant will directly support hockey in our town by helping sustain the operations of the Castlegar 
Rebels and provide affordable, family friendly entertainment that builds community pride and 
engagement”. 
 
The City will be recognized as the “Game Day Sponsor” during arena announcements and on 
social media. The City of Castlegar logo will also be displayed in the game day program.  
 
The City has supported this request in the past, the most recent support was granted in 2019.  
 
Castlegar Skating Club – $2,000 
The Castlegar Skating Club are hosting the West Kootenay Invitational Figure Skating 
Competition from December 12-14, 2025, at the Castlegar Recreational Complex. The 
competition brings together 100-150 figure skaters from the West Kootenay Region and across 
the province of British Columbia. The Castlegar Skating Club states that “This event provides 
skaters with an opportunity to experience a competitive setting, showcase their skills and 
provide a family friendly event that promotes the sport of figure skating. The large group of 
competitors and their families will also provide an economic boost to businesses in the city of 
Castlegar through lodging, meals, and other spending”. 
 
The funds will be primarily used to pay for expenses related to hosting the 20 accredited and 
experienced volunteer officials and judges, who are identified in the application as a crucial 
component to hosting a successful competition.  
 
The City and its logo will be recognized through social media and the West Kootenay 
Invitational website. This is where competitors, their families, and spectators will visit to check 
schedules and updates. The City will also receive verbal recognition at the event and on the 
live stream. 
 
Kootenay Family Place – $1,500 
Kootenay Family Place will be hosting the KFP Fundraising Gala & Silent Auction to raise 
funds for childcare programs that they support through their charitable organization. The 
organization is seeking sponsors for the fundraising gala and the funds raised will be used to 
support childcare facilities within the Castlegar community, including new daycare supplies 
and equipment. As per the Kootenay Family Place application, “The event will bring together 
local art lovers, community members and passionate supporters to support a worthy cause. 
As is the case with many communities across the province and the country, Castlegar is 
experiencing challenges related to childcare programs and spaces. It is important to support 
the existing childcare centres in our community and ensure that they are secured, maintained, 
and updated as needed”.  
 
The funds will be utilized to offset the costs related to hosting the gala, including event room 
rental, catering, and entertainment. 
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The City will be listed as a sponsor on the KFP website and included in the official event 
program distributed to the participants.  
 
Kootenay Gallery of Art – $1,500 
Kootenay Gallery of Art is seeking grant funding for their 50th Anniversary Celebration. As per 
the application, “The Kootenay Gallery of Art has been a fixture in the art scene of the West 
Kootenay region, celebrating five successful decades of artistic inspiration and cultural 
impact”. The gallery hosted the 50th Anniversary Celebration on September 13, 2025. The 
event consisted of a full day of art, music, and community spirit that was free and open to the 
public. The event included “Live music, demos, and an artisan market to honour the artists, 
supporters, and visitors who have made the gallery successful”. 
 
The funds will be utilized to offset the costs related to hosting the event, including marketing 
expenses, music performers, and workshop instructors. As the event has already taken place, 
the city will not be recognized for their involvement.  
 
Staff recommend awarding all four applications in the amount of $6,385.  
 
ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Council could choose to award a different amount of funding than requested by any or 
all the organizations. 
 

2. Council could choose to deny any or all of the applications. 
 
IMPLICATIONS: 

(1) Social  Community groups play a vital role in building a healthy community 
by providing valuable services that contribute to the residents’ 
quality of life. Through a combination of strong community 
relationships and intimate local knowledge, these groups often 
have a better understanding of the community’s needs and the 
best ways to meet them. 
 

(2) Environmental N/A 
 
 

(3) Personnel If approved, it will take approximately two hours of staff time to 
process and award the grant funding to the community groups. 
 

(4) Financial The Community Grant Program has a budget balance of $10,920 
at the end of Q2 of 2025.  
 
If grants are approved as recommended, a balance of $4,535 will 
remain.  

 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
Providing grants and sponsorships to community groups helps support Council’s 2023-2027 
Strategic Plan Principle “Quality of Life” and the goal “Build Pride Through Engagement”. 
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IMPLEMENTATION: 
Once Council resolutions are adopted, staff will notify the applicants and provide them with a 
copy of the final report form to be completed and returned to the City upon project/event 
completion. 
 
COMMUNICATION: 
The City will be acknowledged by the organizations as noted above. 
 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Approved by 

 
Ryan Reid, CPA 
Accountant  

 

 
Chris Barlow, A.Sc.T. 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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From: Kootenay Gallery <kootenaygallery@telus.net>  
Sent: October 16, 2025 2:56 PM 
To: Chris Barlow <cbarlow@castlegar.ca> 
Subject: Letter of Support - REDIP 
 
Dear Chris, 
 
Further to our earlier telephone conversation, this email is to request a letter of support 
from Council for our application to the Rural Economic Diversification and Infrastructure 
Program (REDIP) grant stream that is currently open. 
 
Our Board has identified the REDIP Development stream that supports the planning, etc. of 
projects. We are applying for support as we move forward from our preliminary engineering 
and architectural drawings into detailed design plans, construction costs, etc. In speaking 
with the architects used to provide the preliminary work, they are estimating the costs of 
drawings to be approximately $400 - $600,000. 
 
The letter of support should include links to the current city/community planning and how 
our project supports this plan as well as impacts to economic development expected 
within the area upon completion. And, of course, anything else you believe would be 
relevant information to support our application. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. It would be wonderful if I could have the 
letter in hand by the middle of next week (Oct 22nd).  
 
Thanks so much! We are grateful for the city's ongoing support as we move forward. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Joleen Kinakin 
Executive Director 
Kootenay Gallery of Art 
120 Heritage Way  
Castlegar BC  V1N 4M5 
 
250.365.3337 
www.kootenaygallery.com/ 
 
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
 
Since time immemorial, in the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and 
acknowledge with gratitude that we are on unceded and ancestral territories of 
Indigenous Peoples. We would also like to recognize all other Indigenous Peoples who 
have come as guests to live, work, and play on this land, and who honour and celebrate 
their territory. 
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